
[image: image2.png]



Troop 424 Newsletter

JANUARY, 2012
Troop Website: 
Nhtroop424 

If you need the password to the protected information, contact Mrs. Smith.

Council Website:  nhscouting.org

TABLE OF CONTENTS
2SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER…………………………………….
….…..

SENIOR PATROL LEADER'S CORNER..……………………………..2

PATROL CORNERS..……………………………………………………….3
EAGLE STATUS..……………………………………………………………3
CURRENT/FUTURE  EVENTS..………………………………………….4
EVENT REPORTS..………………………………………………………….6
POSITION REPORTS..……………………………………………………..5
TROOP COMMITTEE REPORTS
………………………………………...7
DUES AND ATTENDANCE………………………………………………..10

CALENDAR………………………………………………………………..…..11
WANTED!!!!! ……….Taken troop 424 flags. If anyone knows the whereabouts, or had accidentally taken them, Please contact Mr. Mroz or Mrs. Creager or drop them off at the next troop meeting!
SCOUTMASTER’S CORNER
Your Scoutmaster, Mr. Elmer

Wow, an Eagle!!!  This one is closer to home for me.  Someone I’ve actually seen grow up instead of seeing it in pictures.  I watched him grow in person from Scout to First Class, Star to Eagle.  Pretty special if you ask me.  The next jump for me will be to see Scouts that I signed up as Tigers to complete their Eagle.  That will be a true milestone for me.

So where do we go from here?  There’s another batch of fine Scouts coming through the ranks.  Each capable of doing wonderful things.  Each needing adult support.  As Leaders and adults, do we have what it takes to provide that support?  The true test will happen when we’re asked.

Scouts – don’t be afraid to ask for adult help.  It doesn’t have to be a Leader you ask, many adults are willing to help but hang out waiting to be asked.  Look around you - who seems to always be at meetings, goes to all the events.  There’s plenty of support – ask.

Leaders and adults – be supportive in any way you can.  I see many of the Committee positions being filled by new faces – excellent!  I see many “interested parents” signing up as merit badge counselors and ASMs.  Go a step further – if you see a Scout looking a little lost or confused, offer your support.  They may not realize how much they need it, or that you’re willing to give it.

I’m beginning to see how truly amazing the Scouting program can be, watching you grow from Tiger to the best that you can be.  I wish you all the best in 2012.
SENIOR PATROL LEADER’S CORNER

By James Jolly
Happy New Year! I hope everybody enjoyed their holidays. A break is a nice way to end the year, with time to relax and spend with family. With a new year to look forward to, there are many possibilities for where to take your scouting experience. 
In the upcoming months, we have a lot of events happening. The closest is the Webelos’ troop meeting coming upon January 12. At this meeting, the Webelos will be visiting us. Scouts and adults will be competing as we go through a rigorous set of stations based on the Klondike Derby. While scouts and Webelos will be outside competing, the adults will be inside talking with Mr. Elmer about the troop. This meeting is important because we want to show the Webelos how amazing our troop is! The second event we have is our annual ski trip coming up quickly on January 21! The forms are due soon, so be sure to get them in for you and your family and friends so you can go! The article below should have more info. In the beginning of February, our troop has the Klondike that we are competing at. There is a lot of extra planning and training for this event so be sure to read about it below. Coincidentally, the day after the Klondike is Scout Sunday. This event is still a ways off, but be sure to stay tuned for updates!
Many of the upcoming merit badges are continuing our theme of merit badges, including the new robotics merit badge. Also, our troop has a Mini-Junior Leadership Training meeting on January 19. With more scouts entering their third and second year in scouts and several scouts having aged out over the past few years, our troop is starting to focus on a leadership theme to help develop the skills that our troop need to run at 110% efficiency! Hopefully all of us can take away from the experience!
I hope everybody can have a wonderful and productive year!
PATROL CORNERS

PATROL #1
By Roshan Tadi

I have been elected the patrol leader of the first patrol. We haven’t decided a name yet-it is soon to come. We will be running the robotics merit badge meeting. There will be a demonstration from Mr. Trep’s robotics team on that day. 

PATROL #2

SCORPION PATROL

By Dan Figueroa

Daniel, Luc and Mathew had their board of review in December. They all recieved there Tenderfoot and 2nd Class rank. They also are almost done with their 1st Class rank. Jehial just needs his scoutmaster conference and his board of review then he has the Tenderfoot rank. Adam also needs to have his scoutmaster conference and board of review for Tenderfoot and 2nd Class rank. We first years are working hard at getting first class in our first year.
ORDER OF THE ARROW
Jan. 13-15 will be the Winter Fun weekend at Hidden Valley.  We’ll be sleeping in the Easter Seal Lodge and skiing, snowshoeing and ice fishing outside and lots of board and video games inside. February brings the annual  OA Café at the Klondike Derby.  The January chapter meeting will be Jan. 18, when we’ll have our “Gingerbread Wars”.  We’ll build and decorate gingerbread houses, then destroy them with catapults, of course eating the remains. 
EAGLE STATUS

CHRIS FIGUEROA’S EAGLE
Chris has passed his Eagle Board of Review and IS AN EAGLE SCOUT!

RYAN SULLIVAN’S EAGLE PROJECT
CURRENT/ FUTURE EVENTS                                    
 
FIREARMS
By Bryce Stack
MONSTER TRUCK SHOW- JAN. 6
By Mrs. C.
We’ll have three families going to the Monster Truck Show at the Verizon Center. The special program for Scouts starts at 5:30, when we’ll visit the pits and drivers to see the trucks close up. Be sure to bring ear plugs. 

ARE YOU READY FOR THE ZOMBIE APOCALYPSE?

By Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Mroz
During the upcoming months we will be finishing up the First Aid Merit Badge and starting the Emergency Preparedness Merit Page. Are you ready? Take a look at the website by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) about the Zombie Apocalypse. There is a lot of information about how to prepare for an emergency, even the Zombie Apocalypse. http://www.bt.cdc.gov/socialmedia/zombies_blog.asp
Make sure you finish reading your First Aid Merit Badge Book and complete the worksheets. The worksheet can be found at the following website: http://www.usscouts.org/mb/worksheets/list.asp
Also print out the Emergency Preparedness worksheets as well and start reading the book before the Feb 16th meeting. In order to finish up the first aid merit badge I will need to complete the CPR course including rescue breathing. However, the group is too large to complete this as one group. I will teach the CPR course at my home for groups of 4 or 5 at a time. I am available on Monday and Tuesdays after school (from 3:45-5) or Sunday evenings starting around 6 or 7. So make sure you send me an email when you are available and we can complete the first aid section. With the small groups we should be able to complete this about an hour. 
We need to finish up all the CPR training prior to the Feb. 16 troop meeting. On the 16th we will be finishing up First Aid and starting Emergency Preparedness with a mock disaster. We will have many patients requiring your help. As a group you will need to identify the worst patients (Triage), decide which are “Hurry Cases”, treat and prepare the patient for transport. Mrs. Mroz and I will be organizing this event and we are also looking for parents and family members to assist as patients. If you are available to be a patient, please let us know. My email is sgauvin@gauvintech.com and my cell is 603-494-2707
SKI TRIP
By Ben Pugh
There are only TWO more troop meetings to sign up for the ski trip. The last day is January 12th. The trip will be a lot of fun so be sure to sign up at the troop meetings before the 12th. We are going to Mt. Sunapee this year. The trip date is the 21st of January. In the information sheet you can find the prices for this trip. These prices are NOT the prices for tickets if you just wanted to go on your own. We got a great deal for these prices so be sure to take advantage of the. Also invite your family to join us. If they sign up with you through the troop they will also get these great deals. Invite any of you friends that like to ski/ride too!  Look forward to seeing you at the sign up tables and also on the trip.
MOUNT SUNAPEE RESORT TROOP SKI TRIP
A BIG MOUNTAIN WITH THE BEST SNOW!
Saturday January 21 2012

by Mr. Thibault (Mr. T.)

· Sixty-five trails and slopes covering 230 skiable acres on 22 miles of terrain!

· Seventeen novice trails (the Ridge Trail is two miles long); 32 intermediate trails; 16 expert trails!

· Highest vertical drop in southern New Hampshire (1,510 feet) with a 2,743-foot summit elevation!

· Ten lifts including 3 quad chairs (one high-speed), 2 triples, 1 double and 4 surface lifts!

· Six O Three Terrain Park with 3 trails for snow boarders/riders!

· South Peak, with 13 trails and 5 lifts, is the best learning area in New England!

As always, this trip is open to anyone – all of your friends (including non-Scouts), parents, brothers, sisters and relatives. 
SAVE THIS IMPORTANT INFORMATION!

Date:
Saturday, January 21, 2012

Meet at OLM:
6:00 AM (Please be on time!)

Leave OLM:
6:30 AM Sharp!  If you’re late, you’ll miss your ride.

Lifts open:
8:00 AM

Lifts close:
4:00 PM

Return rental equipment:
4:15 PM or earlier!

Leave Mt. Sunapee Resort:
4:45 PM (approximately)

ETA OLM:
6:00 PM (approximately)

Learn how to ski or ride (snowboard)!  See package below, which includes rentals, helmet, a two-hour group workshop and a South Peak Learning Area ticket for only $63 for YA (13 & up), Adults and Sr; NO Jr.

The Advanced version of the above (you already know how to ski, but want to get better), includes a one-hour lesson, rentals and an “All-Mountain” lift ticket for only $78 for YA & Sr; $88 for Adults.

A very special deal includes a combo of both rentals and lift tickets!  See package pricing below.

THE RESERVATION SCHEDULE

First day to bring $$$:
Thursday, December 1, 2011 plus Dec 8th, 22nd; Jan 5th & 12th
Last day to sign up:
Thursday, January 12, 2012
Contacts:
Ben Pugh or James Jolly (Chair / Asst. Chair); Mr. Mroz or Mr. T.
THE COST



Learn to
Advanced

Rent

Group
Tickets
Ski or Ride
Program
Helmet
Only


 

Jr / SSr (6-12; 70+)
$ 28

 ----

---
$ 9

$ 19


YA / Sr (13-17; 65-69)
$ 38
$ 63
$ 78
$ 9
$ 28

Adult    (19 - 64)
$ 50
$ 63
$ 88
$ 9
$ 28

Lift & Rental Combo
Tickets





Jr / SSr (6-12; 70+)
$ 46



$ 9



YA / Sr (13-17; 65-69)
$ 64


$ 9



Adult    (19 - 64)
$ 72


$ 9

Note: We need 34+ attendees to keep these fantastic rates, so start talking it up now!

NATIONAL JAMBOREE TRIP 2013
By Mr. Mroz
Slide show will be presented at the next troop meeting to explain tentative logistics and past Jamboree activities with our troop traveling to the Jamboree site. Two Alumni scouts to partially present and answer questions about their Jamboree experiences.
BOSTON PORTSMOUTH AIRSHOW FUNDRAISER

Happy Holidays! Just a reminder that our Troop has committed to staff a booth at the 2012 Boston Portsmouth Airshow. Last year this was our largest fundraiser earning over $1200 in two days. The dates this year are Sat. June 30th and Sun. July 1st. Please keep in mind that families are "required" to participate and more people means shorter shifts. If anyone was not there there last year the boys as well as family members had a good time and saw a great show. This year the Navy Blue Angels flight team is the feature so it should once again be spectacular. More info to follow as planning meetings commence this month. Thanks! Tom Laberge 424-0860
SUMMER CAMP  2012
We’re going to Camp Roosevelt in Maine this year. Check out their website at katahdinareabsa.org.  Lots of cool stuff. We’ll start signups in January with deposits due in early March. Deposits are $75, with checks to Troop 424 or withdrawals from your Scout account. 
EVENT REPORTS

HOLIDAY PARADE

POSITION REPORTS
DEN CHIEFING    
 By Hayden Faust 
By Robert Smith 
My den had a Christmas party, it went really good. Everyone in the den did a cookie swap. A conservation office came for the meeting and talked about animals. He had items to show like feathers, claws and a deer head. 
SCRIBE

By Justin Calautti
INSTRUCTORS
By Blake Bormuth
By Max Fasano

TROOP GUIDE

By Alex Elmer
LIBRARIAN

By Joe Mroz
I need donations of any new colored merit badge books. Anyone who donates a new merit badge book will get $1.00 in there scout account. Thank you to Bryce Stack for donating another 4 merit badge books. How about any of you scouts that are 18 and out of the troop donate some of your merit badge books to our library? 
BUGLER

By Matt Magoon 
I am the bugler! I will be happy to bugle as long as my lips are able to separate from the mouth piece without a pot of boiling water getting involved! Hope you enjoyed the holidays!

HISTORIAN

By Austyn Duval
CHAPLAIN AIDE-  Open position.

TROOP COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
By Mr. Mroz
Well we are finally here, Another New Year and another opportunity to start the year with a fresh clean "slate". It's a great way for many of us Adult and Scouts alike, to look at the new year with a "can do" and "will do attitude". This is also a great opportunity for setting your goals and place yourselves to the path of attaining your goals by the beginning of 2013. It is an excellent opportunity for you Life Scouts to "batten down" and focus on your Eagle endeavors before your 18th birthday.
Speaking of eagle endeavors, I want to publically recognize and congratulate our last new Eagle Scout to close off 2011, Chris Figueroa. Please congratulate Chris in his "Grand Achievement" in obtaining the Eagle rank the next time you see him at a troop meeting or troop event!
Fundraisers!....Last month the troop committee had decided to continue our profitable fundraising efforts at the NH Air show headed by Tom Laberge. We also decided to add one additional fundraiser to cover some of the monetary gap that the Air Show did not cover. Our additional fundraiser will be an Art Auction which will be slated for a Saturday in May 2012. The Auction will host paintings and prints from Neimann, Fazzino, Kinkade, etc. The committee is looking for two persons in addition to myself to help run this community auction. I have done such auctions with the Knights of Columbus in the past, which have been very lucrative for the Knights. Most of the hard work is done by the Art Auction firm. The newly formed art Auction committee is responsible for logistics (which is not much work to do!). Please contact me if you are interested, ASAP. More information will be passed along to the troop as we get our dates set.
We are also in need of one parent to head up publicity for the troop. Please contact me with more details if you are interested.
As I close I wish all of you a very Happy and prosperous New Year! 

WEBSITE
By Mrs. Smith
EQUIPMENT 

By Mr. Pugh
UNIFORMS

By Mrs. Magoon 
MEDICAL FORMS

By Mrs. Calautti
PUBLICITY

TRAILERS

By  Mr. G.
TRAINING

By Mrs. Wentworth

RitaMW@comcast.net
From the Church. Any volunteer who has NOT taken a the Protecting God’s Children course or refresher course in the last 3 years needs to retake this course to make the Manchester Diocese Happy and to keep our sponser Our Lady of Mercy Happy as well. To retake the training please go to;

1 WWW.nhchildsafety.org click on register,

2 enter registration code: child safety,
3 click on next and complete the registration form. 

4 turn off your popup blocker.

5 Complete your training.

Estimated time is 60 – 90 minutes 

I have received my letter so I am assuming that those of you who are in need of updating yours have received a letter from the church as well. Remember the deadline is February 28th 2012. Please get me a copy of your recertification for the troops file of your certifications. And anytime that you wish to see what copies I have please let me know. 
For those of you who have to re-certify, please get it completed prior to mid February so I don’t have to harass you. I have other things to do as well.
TRANSPORTATION RECORDS
By Mr. Laberge

Thanks to those of you who handed in the Transportation records for your family. We are still missing many. These records are required to drive our Scouts to or from any events. Please remember all older Scoutsts who are now driving also need to complete the form. If you have not received one or misplaced it please contact me as we are trying to get all files up to date for the 2012 new year. Thanks. Tom Laberge 424-0860 m3laberge@comcast.net
January 2012
ADVANCEMENT NEWS
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By Mr. Thibault (Mr. T)

Troop Advancement Chair

CONGRATULATIONS to the following Scouts for…

RANK ADVANCEMENT:

Dan Figueroa
Tf
12/15/11

Dan Figueroa
2nd Class
12/15/11


Luc Gauvin
Tf
12/15/11


Luc Gauvin
2nd Class
12/15/11


Matt Magoon
Tf
12/15/11


Robert Smith
Star
12/15/11

ADULT TRAINING / POSITION:

Carol Figueroa
SA -- Assistant Scoutmaster (!)


Stephen Mroz
SA -- Assistant Scoutmaster (!)
ADULT POSITION:


Rita Wentworth
MC -- Training Chair
MERIT BADGES:

Justin Calautti
Personal Fitness


Luc Gauvin
Dentistry


Robert Smith
Citizenship in the Community


Robert Smith
Citizenship in the World


Rishi Tadi
Dentistry


Roshan Tadi
Dentistry

SPECIAL AWARDS:


Dan Figueroa
Fireman Chit


Jehial Fish
Fireman Chit


Luc Gauvin
Fireman Chit


Matt Magoon
Fireman Chit


Adam Parenteau
Fireman Chit


Adam Parenteau
Totin’ Chip
Birthdays / Scouts:



Birthdays / Adults:


Matt Magoon
12
Fr. Paul Bouchard

Alex Elmer
17


CALENDAR
THIS PAGE IS SEPARATE SO YOU CAN  POST ON YOUR REFRIGERATOR OR BULLETIN BOARD

BOLD RED = Scout events
    OA Events          Adult Meeting
JANUARY
Jan. 4


Troop Committee

Jan. 5

Troop Meeting-Robotics-Patrol #1
Jan. 6

Monster Trucks
Jan. 11

Roundtable- for ASM’s and SPL

Jan. 12

Troop Meeting Webelos and Parents Night-




Justin/Bryce/James/Adults

Jan. 13-14

Klondike Shakedown Weekend-WoW-Justin/Bryce/James

Jan. 13-15

OA Fun Weekend-Hidden Valley

Jan. 18

OA Chapter Meeting
Jan. 19

Troop Meeting-Mini Junior Leader Training-Patrol #2  
Jan. 21

Ski Trip-Ben/Mr. T.

Jan. 26

PLC
Jan. 29

ASM

FEBRUARY
Feb. 3-4

Freezeout and Klondike Derby

Feb. 4

Scout Sunday.
Feb. 12

Bridgeover for new scouts from Pack 424.
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