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SCOUTMASTER’S   CORNER
Your Scoutmaster, Mr. Elmer

JUST BELIEVE!
Have you ever watched the movie, The Polar Express?  It’s about remembering to believe- not necessarily believing in the Santas of the world, but to believe in the magic of Christmas.  It’s a special time with special magic - magic that brings back childhood memories, magic that makes you want to help other people, magic that brings families closer together. My bell still rings, how about yours? Looking forward to seeing you all Thursday. Have a great Christmas.    

SENIOR PATROL LEADER’S CORNER

By James Jolly
Happy Holidays, Everybody
I hope you enjoyed your Thanksgiving and the short break from school and scouting. One of our troop meetings last month was very important. It was a look at the troop patrol equipment. As many of you realized, much of it is in bad shape and needs repairs. When the equipment is repaired and well cared for, the troop will be able to enjoy campouts. Imagine that the next time you are camping, you actually have the proper utensils to cook with, or you can use more than one lantern, because both lanterns in the boxes actually worked. I hope everyone took something away from this meeting. The only other troop meeting last month was a quick overview of the robotics merit badge. 
Recently a lot of merit badges have been offered. Don’t stress yourself out for every single one, unless you really want to. Just don’t overwork yourself. Enjoy scouting, Don’t make scouting just a bunch of badges and workbooks. Make it spending time with friends, learning new skills, having fun camping and providing service to the community. 
Next month is also a short month due to the winter holidays. The troop has a couple meetings preparing for future events. This Thursday is a meeting on gun safety preparing for the gun day trip early next year. The following Thursday is a fun filled Klondike stations meeting. Also, the Webelos will be joining us. Be sure to show up, because just think what would happen if we get upstaged by the Webelos. We can’t let that happen, so be sure to bring lots of enthusiasm and energy to the meeting. After that meeting, there will be the annual Troop holiday party. Be sure to come and enjoy food, games and holiday cheer along with the troop. Also the troop’s annual ski trip is coming up in January. Friends and family are invited whether they are scouts of not. The ski resorts give the troop a great discount for those who enjoy skiing. If you don’t know how to ski and still want to go, classes are offered. Be sure to stay tuned if you are interested. 
On a closing note, just remember to enjoy yourself. It’s the holiday season. Don’t work yourself into the ground. Relax and spend some time with friends and family.  
PATROL CORNERS

NEW PATROLS HAVE BEEN FORMED, SO THERE ARE NO REPORTS FROM THE OLD ONES
ORDER OF THE ARROW
The November chapter meeting featured a display of winter camping equipment. December will be our Chrismakwanzahonaka Party.  Jan. 13-15 will be the Winter Fun weekend at Hidden Valley.  We’ll be sleeping in the Easter Seal Lodge and skiing, snowshoeing and ice fishing outside and lots of board and video games inside. February brings the annual  OA
Café at the Klondike Derby.  
EAGLE STATUS

CHRIS FIGUEROA’S EAGLE PROJECT
Well, It’s done. The only things left to do are my scoutmaster’s conference and Eagle Board of Review.

RYAN SULLIVAN’S EAGLE PROJECT
CURRENT/ FUTURE EVENTS                                    
 
FIREARMS
By Bryce Stack

The upcoming rifle shooting safety day will be an offsite troop meeting on December 1st. This will be at Nashua Fish and Game with Troop 261. We will be trained how to handle the rifle and how to be safe. Note:IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND THIS MEETING, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO COME TO THE SHOOTING DAY ITSLEF. The directions from OLM are as follows:

Driving directions to Al Paul Ln, Merrimack, NH 03054:

1. Head east on Baboosic Lake Rd. toward McElwain St.   0.2 mi

2. Turn right onto US -3 S. Daniel Webster Hwy                    4.2 mi

3. Turn right onto Manchester St.                                             0.3 mi

4. Take first right onto Al Paul Ln.                                           0.1 mi

It will be at the usual time at 7:00 PM
HOLIDAY PARADE

By Joe Mroz

Om Sunday, Dec. 4 is the Holiday Parade: Raindate is Sun. Dec. 11. 3:00 PM is when we start the parade. At 2:30 we will gather in the Commons Parking Lot. We start at the commons and end at OLM parking lot, then head over to Abbie Griffin Park for the tree lighting ceremony. Signup sheets will be at the Dec. 1 troop meeting at NH Fish and Game.  
MONSTER TRUCK SHOW- JAN. 6
By Mrs. C.

On Jan 6, there is a Scout Night at the Verizon Center for a Monster Truck Show. Tickets are $13 for youth and $16 for adults. Contact Mrs. C. by Dec. 8 to order and pay for tickets. There is a special program at 5:30 for Scouts to be on the main floor in the pits with the trucks and meet the drivers. Those attending will also get a free patch. The show itself starts at 7:00 PM.
SKI TRIP-Jan. 21
By Ben Pugh
It’s time for the ski trip again this year. We are going to Mt. Sunapee. It’s a great family mountain with trails for all levels for skiers and snowboarders. We went there last year, and had a great time. There will be signups at the meetings and information sheets.   We’ll meet at the church. If you are interested in going, see me at the meeting.  Prices have  great discounts, so invite your friends and family. See the handouts.  
NATIONAL JAMBOREE TRIP 2013
Plans have begun for the troop’s trip to visit the National Jamboree from July 12 through July 20, 2013. It will include 2-3 days in Washington, DC. Gettysburg, PA and Hershey Park Amusement Park are also on the itinerary. We will stay in motels and eat at restaurants, traveling in rental vans. Signups will begin December of this year, so we can start fundraising soon. To be eligible, a scout must be First Class rank by Jan. 1, 2013 and be approved by the committee in order to attend. Approval will be based on maturity and scout spirit. Mr. Mroz is heading the planning committee.
National Jamborees are held every four years, and this is the first to be held at the new Bechtel Family Scout Reservation in West Virginia. We will be attending as visitors, and not part of the NH contingent.

The Daniel Webster Council will be sponsoring three troops in the contingent for the Jamboree. These scouts will be at the Bechtel site for a full 10 days, camping and participating in many activities both on the site and nearby in the mountains and the New River area. Dom DeFrancisco was in the last Jamboree contingent, so if you really want to know more about it, just ask him.  Individual scouts may apply to be in the 2013 contingent. 
SUMMER CAMP  2012
We’re going to Camp Roosevelt in Maine this year. Check out the website. Lots of cool stuff. We’ll start signups in January with deposits due in early March. 
BOSTON PORTSMOUTH AIR SHOW 2012

By Mr. Laberge

We now have the official dates for the next Boston Portmouth Air Show. Please mark your calendars to help volunteer Last year this was our biggest fund raiser bringing in almost $1200. This year’s dates are Sat. June 30 and Sunday July1.  It features the Blue Angels. Depending on which booth we get, 8-12 staff members will be needed for each shirt. Keep in mind the more scouts, adults and parents who volunteer, the shorter your shift.  More information to follow after the first of the year.  
EVENT REPORTS

VETERANS’ DAY PARADE
SCOUTING FOR FOOD

POSITION REPORTS
DEN CHIEFING    
 By Hayden Faust 
By Robert Smith 
My den has been learning knots and how to coil rope. At the last meeting the scouts made wooden plaques to mount the knot onto. Some of the scouts in the den have been selling popcorn for the pack. They were supposed to have a conservation speaker come to the last den meeting, but he wasn’t able to make it. The den leader is going to try to get him to come for another meeting.
ASPL
By Ryan Sullivan 
SCRIBE

By Justin Calautti

For the past month as scribe, I have gone to the last PLC and taken notes. I haven’t done much else. In the (previous) patrol I have participated in the activities we have done, including Scouting for Food and Robotics. I also went to the Robotics competition. Seeing how we have new patrols, I will most likely not be the patrol scribe anymore. 
INSTRUCTORS
By Blake Bormuth
By Max Fasano

TROOP GUIDE

By Alex Elmer
LIBRARIAN

By Joe Mroz
I’m still looking for new merit badge books. My first donation was from Bryce, so hopefully I can get some more donations. Remember we pay you $1 for every book you donate to the library. We especially need the Eagle-required badge books.  Thanks. 

BUGLER

By Matt Magoon 
HISTORIAN

By Austyn Duval
CHAPLAIN’S AIDE
We are still seeking a new Chaplain’s Aide.

JASM

By Dominick DeFrancisco
TROOP COMMITTEE REPORTS

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
By Mr. Mroz
I would like to first thank Chris Figueroa for presenting his Eagle scout project to the committee. Chris’ project is another fine example of a scout giving back to his community with the help of his fellow scouts. Excellent job and good luck Chris with your final meeting with the Eagle Board. I’m confident that you will do well. 

Another congratulations to Ryan Sullivan who has completed his Eagle project at Horse Hill. I and the committee are looking forward for Ryan to present his final project report to us for review before meeting with the Eagle Board.  Way to go, Ryan!

I would also like to congratulate our adult leaders for attaining the goal of being 100% trained, thus helping our scouts receive a quality program. Thank you all for your time and efforts in the scouting program.  
The committee is still in the process of deciding what fund raising idea(s) will best suit our troop dynamics. The committee will most likely have a decision made by next month.  YIS, Mr. Mroz
WEBSITE
By Mrs. Smith
Hope everyone is using the new website. It is kept up to date with all the troop happenings and needed information. Please let me know if there is anything you would like to see added to the website. The password to access the protected page is the same as the old site. If anyone does not know the password, please ask. We want everyone in the troop to have access to everything they need.  If you have information and details about upcoming events, please let me know, so I can be sure it gets posted to the website. 

ADVANCEMENT

There were no advancements this month, so no article.

EQUIPMENT 
By Mr. Pugh
HOSPITALITY

By Mrs. Faust
MEDICAL FORMS

By Mrs. Calautti
PUBLICITY

By Mrs. Smith

We are looking for someone to take over the Publicity, I have all the info from Mrs. DeFrancisco. Please get in touch with Mr. Mroz if you are interested. 

TRAILERS

By  Mr. G.
TRAINING
By Mrs. Wentworth
RitaMW@comcast.net
Congratulations!  Our Troop is 100% trained for Leaders (13) and Committee Members (5). I would like to welcome Carol Figueroa as a new leader. Also being added on this year as committee members are Jim Jolly and Rita Wentworth. For those of you who may be taking additional classes or updating your 2 year renewal, please make sure that you send me a copy of JUST your new or updated course. 
I HAVE COPIES OF ALL YOUR OTHER COURSES. Also please send Mr. Thibault  at DavidThibault@comcast.net a copyas wlel so he can update Troopmaster. 
TRANSPORTATION RECORDS
By Mr. Laberge
Thanks to all of you who updated and handed in your auto and license information. Forms were handed out at the last Court of Honor, and if any family did not receive one or lost it, please let me know.  As most of you know, this information is required when driving scouts to or from any event. Any completed forms should be given to Maslin or myself at any meeting. If anyone needs to complete this record, please reply to me directly (not “reply all”) and I will email you the form.  Thanks, Tom Laberge  M3Laberge@comcast. Net
UNIFORMS

By Mrs. Magoon 
CALENDAR
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BOLD RED = Scout events
    OA Events          Adult Meeting
DECEMBER
Dec. 1

Troop Meeting-Firearms Safety-Robert/Bryce- Nashua Fish and Game
Dec. 3

Rechartering

Dec. 4

Holiday parade-Aaron/Mr. M.
Dec. 7

Troop Committee
Dec. 8

Troop Meeting-First Aid Merit Badge

Dec. 14
Roundtable- for ASM’s, APL and Star/Life Scouts
Dec. 15
PLC
Dec. 18
ASM Meeting
Dec. 21
OA Chapter Meeting-Party

Dec. 22
Troop Meeting-Party

JANUARY
Jan. 4


Troop Committee

Jan. 5

Troop Meeting-Robotics-Patrol #1
Jan. 6

Monster Trucks
Jan. 11

Roundtable- for ASM’s and SPL

Jan. 12

Troop Meeting Webelos and Parents Night-




Justin/Bryce/James/Adults

Jan. 13-14

Klondike Shakedown Weekend-WoW-Justin/Bryce/James

Jan. 13-15

OA Fun Weekend-Hidden Valley

Jan. 18

OA Chapter Meeting
Jan. 19

Troop Meeting-Mini Junior Leader Training-Patrol #2  
Jan. 21

Ski Trip-Ben/Mr. T.

Jan. 26

PLC
Jan. 29

ASM

FEBRUARY
Feb. 3-4

Freezeout and Klondike Derby

Feb. 4

Scout Sunday.
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